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PREFACE BY SENIOR PRESIDENT RYDER

In my preface to the First Edition of this important work I ventured a personal
opinion about the importance of education, academic collaboration and the use
of empirically validated research in family justice: in other words, an
appreciation of ‘what works’. I am delighted that over the last 3 years we have
witnessed huge strides in our understanding of and support for these elements
of a healthy justice system. There is now a greater investment in family justice
research, development and education than at any time in my professional life.
The benefits of that collaboration are beginning to be seen in the quality of the
evidence and submissions we hear in cases, the commentary of professionals in
the specialist media and in the leadership that is provided by our judges and
professional colleagues. These important advances are reflected in the content
of this work. The authors provide a commentary of quality on what we do and
they deserve our thanks and grateful attention to the detail of what they have
written.

Rt Hon Sir Ernest Ryder, Senior President
June 2017
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