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FOREWORD TO FIRST EDITION

Within the wider field of family law the comparative importance of ancillary
relief is not always recognised. I am in no doubt that there is a ready market
for a practitioners’ handbook, and who better to write one than Roger Bird.
There can be few, if any, district judges who have greater experience of the
work in court. Furthermore, he has been an invaluable member of the
Lord Chancellor’s Ancillary Relief Advisory Group almost since its inception.
He is, thus, extremely well informed on policy issues and the perceived
weaknesses in the existing law and practice. His concluding chapter, ‘A
Summing Up’, well illustrates Roger’s virtues. It is so succinct that it challenges
the reader to detect some deficiency. But he will search in vain. It is refreshingly
practical and it is the product of original and reflective writing.

I am confident that significant changes in law and practice are imminent. So it
is easy to predict that the ancillary relief handbook will be for Roger a
demanding creation.

The Rt Hon Lord Justice Thorpe
October 1998
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SECOND FOREWORD

It is more than a decade since I was privileged to write a foreword to the first
edition of Roger Bird’s invaluable Handbook.

In the concluding paragraph I forecast that significant changes in law and
practice were imminent. The foundation for that speculation was Mr Hoon’s
announcement in February 1998 at the SFLA Conference that the Government
intended to reform the law governing ancillary relief as a matter of high
priority.

In July 1998 the Lord Chancellor’s Ancillary Relief Advisory Group had
delivered its report on the options for reform. In the very month that I wrote
the foreword, positive proposals for reform were put out for public
consultation in the White Paper, Supporting Families. Surely then, I was
entitled to be confident in predicting imminent change. However, as all
speculators know there are no certainties. This Government’s enthusiasm for
reform withered and died. The law has not changed. It is the judges who have
been responsible for the evolution of the law, taking advantage of the flexibility
given by section 25.

My final prediction was that the Ancillary Relief Handbook would be a
demanding creation. That prediction was, at least, secure. Over the intervening
years Roger has scrutinised the considerable developments in practice and the
landmark judgments in the House of Lords, and to some extent, in our court.

Roger’s survey of the ever-changing scene is not just completely dependable but
also enlightened by an insight derived from his natural wit and his experience
of the evolutionary history to which he has made such a rich contribution as
judge, teacher and reformer.

The Rt Hon Lord Justice Thorpe
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