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PREFACE

This year’s ISFL World Congress in Amsterdam has as its theme ‘family law
and family realities’ asking whether existing national family laws adequately
reflect the rapidly changing realities of family life. The theme is particularly
appropriate because throughout the world, family law is in a state of flux. The
exact nature of the topical issues varies because of different histories, cultures,
values, and religions and the nature of social change. While the law relating to
de facto relationships may be significant in some places (as it seems to be in
Switzerland), other issues are more important elsewhere. One of the great
benefits of this annual survey of family law is the opportunity to see the
panorama of challenges across the globe.

In this year’s edition with its 20 chapters, unsurprisingly we find a wide range
of topics: adoption, assisted reproduction and ‘baby boxes’, abortion, child
protection and maintenance, children’s rights, affiliation and illegitimacy, child
marriage, child support, co-motherhood, international child abduction (and
jurisdiction), marriage in a pluralistic society, marriage equality, polygamy,
divorce, spousal maintenance, marital property, domestic violence, and
succession law.

My thanks to Dominique Goubau and Christine Bidaud-Garon who have been
responsible for producing the French résumés at the beginning of each chapter.
LexisNexis and its editor Cheryl Prophett continue to do a remarkable job for
the International Society.

For those desiring to learn more about the Society, its goals and history, or how
to join the Society, the place to look is the ISFL website, www.isflhome.org.

Margaret Brinig
South Bend, Indiana

July 2017
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