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Preface to the Ninth Edition

The regulation of professionals continues to evolve at great speed. Driven
partly by political agenda, but also by an acknowledged, and entirely
legitimate, objective to maintain high standards amongst those delivering
professional services, there is now a myriad of rules and regulations to digest.

The volume of case-law being generated, whether by first instance decision
makers, or upon appeals or judicial reviews, is testament to the growth in this
area of law. The sheer volume of decisions provides a wealth of material from
which to crystallise principles of general application, which can be utilised
across the range of regulatory proceedings.

The jurisprudence in this area continues to evolve, clarifying areas of law (R
(Mandic-Bozic) v BACP, [2016] EWHC 3134, namely that a professional
cannot be subject to two sets of proceedings by separate regulators for the
same complaint) but also giving rise to new points of contention – the
conflicting case-law in the sphere of solicitors regulation, relating to the
distinction between integrity and lack of dishonesty is but one example
(although, it should noted, this a debate well worn by the financial services
regulator.) In the financial services sphere, the FRC has been especially
proactive, giving rise to a number of notable decisions, which are considered
in this book. And in health care regulation, despite numerous government
commitments to simplify the current regulatory framework, limited progress
has been made in this regard.

To that end it is hoped that this text will be a useful tool for practitioners – not
just legal practitioners, but for any practitioner who has cause to navigate the
often-byzantine regulatory framework.

We would like to extend our gratitude to our colleagues in chambers, who
have given up their time to contribute to this text; it has been enhanced by their
expertise and their contributions.

Thanks must also go to Jordan Publishing, and in particular to Kate Hather
and Cheryl Prophett, for their assistance at the proof-reading stage. For any
remaining shortcomings in the book, we take full responsibility.

We have endeavoured to state the law as at 31 August 2017, although a small
number of additional authorities have been taken into account during the
editing process.

SH/AFQC/GTJ-J QC

39 Essex Chambers, October 2017
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