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PREFACE

The previous edition of this book was published almost a decade ago, in the
wake of the Charities Act 2006, which was billed as the biggest shake-up in
charity law for 400 years.

Much has happened since then. Most of the changes introduced by the 2006
Act, including the new rules on public benefit, the Charity Tribunal and the
charitable incorporated organisation, have now had a chance to bed in. The
Charities Act 2011 consolidated most charity legislation into a single statute,
making the law much easier to navigate. We also have a new Charities Act: the
Charities (Protection and Social Investment) Act 2016 received Royal Assent in
March 2016. We comment on all these developments, as well as
Lord Hodgson’s wide-ranging review of charity law in 2012. This book states
the position as at 31 July 2016, but we highlight where more change may be on
the horizon, including areas covered by the Law Commission’s 2015
consultation on technical issues in charity law which is due to report in 2017.

We are all too aware that although this book is about charity law, charities also
need to stay on top of a myriad of rules and regulations relating to their day to
day operation: employment, data protection, health and safety, consumer
protection, to name but a few. We recognise that this is a huge challenge,
particularly for the smaller charities which make up the vast majority of the
sector. We are supportive of any attempts to cut down the bureaucracy and
regulation which threaten to engulf us all.

This book has been a team effort. Based on the original work by Stephen Lloyd
and Fiona Middleton, and the significant contributions of Christine Rigby to
the last edition, many of our colleagues have contributed to the new edition.
We are grateful to Christine, in particular, and to co-authors Tamsin Anderson,
Stephanie Biden, Erica Crump, Augustus Della-Porta, Pippa Garland, Jamie
Huard, Viral Kataria, Mairead O’Reilly, Sarah Payne, Victoria Schneider,
Lawrence Simanowitz, Laura Soley, Simon Steeden and Jaqui Symcox. Thanks
are also due to our colleagues Rebecca Bruce, Jim Clifford OBE, Chinonso
Denwigwe, Rupert Earle, Lucinda Ellen, Luke Fletcher, Louise Harman, Oliver
Hunt, Caraline Johnson, Emma Knuckey, Jess Long, Thea Longley, Rosamund
McCarthy, Rob Oakley, Brennie Richards and Chris Theobald for their help, as
well as other colleagues who have commented on the text and our former
colleagues Lindsay Driscoll, Sarah Cannings and Talhit Aziz.
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We would like to thank Ben Harrison of the Office for Civil Society and
Innovation for his updates on the progress of charity law reform, and the
Charity Commission, in particular Kenneth Dibble and Stephen Roberts, for
helping us with a number of queries. We are also grateful to the Judicial
Appointments Commission for help with queries on the Charity Tribunal and
to Gareth Morgan, Emeritus Professor of Charity Studies at Sheffield Hallam
University.

We dedicated the last edition of this book to Fiona Middleton, who died
tragically in 2004. Stephen Lloyd, who edited the last edition, was involved in
reviewing some of the very early drafts of this edition, but died suddenly and
unexpectedly in August 2014. This edition is dedicated to Stephen. Both we
and our co-authors at Bates Wells Braithwaite were privileged to work
alongside and be inspired by Stephen. He was well known and loved
throughout the sector. He was committed to making the law accessible to
charities – not only through legal publications but by the knowledgeable and
practical advice he gave to clients. One of his many achievements was to serve
as independent adviser to Lord Hodgson during his statutory review of charity
law in 2012. Without Stephen this book would simply not exist, and we hope
that this edition does his legacy justice.

Alice Faure Walker and Julian Blake, October 2016
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