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FOREWORD TO SIXTH EDITION

The Insolvency Rules 2016 came into force on 6 April 2017. This is a
timely sixth edition of an invaluable work. Louis Doyle and Professor
Andrew Keay are providing an excellent service to practitioners by
publishing what is thought to be the first published annotated guide to the
new Rules.

The modern legal world is blighted by over-reporting of decided cases. On
many, if not most, occasions, one finds that the case merely applies
well-established principles of law. The situation is even more acute in the
insolvency context. Since the first edition of this work in 2005, the
authors have set out to restrict the cases they cite to what is truly relevant.
They have eschewed referring to cases for the sake of doing so. This is an
approach which is much to be commended, and is likely to reduce the
confusion faced by legal experts and litigants in person alike. It is an
approach which will hopefully lead the way.

In the brave new world of the Business and Property Courts of England
and Wales (the ‘B&PCs’), it is refreshing to see that each of the leading
authors has a strong connection with the North of England in general
and Leeds and Manchester in particular. The launch of the B&PCs in the
Summer of 2017 aims to provide a much closer connection between the
specialist business litigation undertaken in the Rolls Building in London
and in the regions. Insolvency work makes up a large element of that
specialist work, and this book will assist practitioners throughout Eng-
land and Wales to find their way through the new Insolvency Rules and
the associated jurisprudence.

The sixth edition of Insolvency Legislation: Annotations and Commentary
also complements another prominent rationale for the B&PCs, namely
the need for our courts to offer an intelligible joined up service to the
national and international business community. Insolvency in general and
cross-border insolvency in particular forms a crucial part of the work of
the B&PCs. The authors have explained the cross-border aspects of their
subject with insight and intelligence.

It will be of tremendous value that the text of the sixth edition is online,
presently at www.jordanpublishing.co.uk, and that it is updated quarterly
between hard copy editions. The authors and contributors are to be
heartily congratulated for this essential contribution to the law of insol-
vency.

Geoffrey Vos
Chancellor of the High Court, April 2017
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