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FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION

Every practitioner who deals with claims arising from road traffic accidents
knows that the simplest of claims can become fraught with difficulties where
the defendant is uninsured and the MIB become involved.

The 1988 Agreement was a minefield for the unwary solicitor, and the new
1999 Agreement is likely to cause even more problems. Claimant solicitors
have struggled with the Agreement, with the MIB not hesitating to take
technical points to avoid payments to claimants. Such claimants are then left
with no alternative but to claim against their solicitors.

1 October 2002 heralded the three year anniversary of the 1999 Uninsured
Driver Agreement. The limitation period in the earliest of the claims under the
1999 Agreement has just expired or is about to. For claims nearing the end of
their limitation period it is essential that the terms of the agreement are adhered
to. If a mistake is made it will not be possible to re-issue and start again.

Solicitors have few resources other than the agreement itself. The MIB is
covered in only the most cursory way in Law Schools and often receives only a
passing mention in standard texts. This book, with its clearly set out chapters,
provides a most helpful and thorough guide to this difficult area.

The succinct comparison between the two agreements is particularly useful and
the detailed description of the 1999 Agreement carefully points out the traps to
avoid. In addition the new edition sets out the recent amendments to the
Guidance Notes following extensive consultation between victims groups and
the MIB. These notes are dated 15 April 2002 and apply to all claims unissued
at that date.

The parts which will probably be of most value to the practitioner, however,
are those which set out checklists, for example, to deal with the issues to be
covered in the first interview and matters to check before issue. There is also a
new section dealing with conditional fee agreements and success fees.
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The authors with their considerable experience in this field are ideally placed to
offer an authoritative analysis as well as really practical guidance and with this
book to hand, MIB cases can be tackled with greater confidence by claimant
solicitors.

Frances McCarthy
President APIL

August 2001
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