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FOREWORD TO THE FIRST EDITION

Fatal accident claims present one of the biggest challenges to personal injury
lawyers. Not only do the tragic circumstances of the case require the utmost in
client skills, the relevant law is complex and difficult, damages are generally
modest and in some cases entirely absent. Indeed, the level of damages and the
painstaking work which must be done to prove them is an aggravating factor
for clients, causing upset at a distressing time.

Therefore, any book on the subject which aids the understanding and improves
the skills of lawyers handling fatal accident claims is to be welcomed.

In this APIL Guide, Gordon Exall takes the reader through all that is required
in a fatal accident claim from first interview, funding, taking instructions,
analysis of the claim and the application of the law. The complexities of
limitation, dependency and the effect of benefits are carefully and lucidly
explained, illustrated by the latest case-law.

He deals with the steps needed before and after issue of proceedings and
discusses the major problem areas and pitfalls.

You will find discussion of the shortcomings in the law and how the Law
Commission proposals and the Human Rights Act 1998 may provide some
solutions. The appendices provide very useful reference material including
excellent precedents, the relevant statutes and the Ogden tables.

This guide is a model of clarity and practical application for lawyers trying to
find their way through the maze of law and procedure relating to fatal claims.
I cannot recommend it too highly.

Patrick Allen
President

APIL
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